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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 305667 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/AND/C:DWCOX 
APPROVED BY ARA:WPSTEDMAN 
ARA/AND : MRB ARNEB EY 
S/S:SVALERGA 

129714 230045Z/61 

O 230101Z DEC 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 305667 

ST ADIS//////////////////// 

EXDIS FOR AMBASSADOR FROM STEDMAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, MILI, CO 

SUBJECT: MILITARY DECLARATION - PRESIDENT LOPEZ 
REF: BOGOTA 11827, 11828, 11907 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT OF THE APPARENT 
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN COLOMBIAN MILITARY LEADERS AND 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ, AND KNOW YOU CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THIS ISSUE 
VERY CLOSELY. YOU STATE THAT YOU NOW SEE NO (REPEAT NO) 

SIGNS OF MILITARY MOVES PRELIMINARY TO A COUP, AND BELIEVE 
THAT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT LOPEZ WOULD RESIGN AND HAND OVER 
POWER TO THE MILITARY. NEVERTHELESS, DURING THIS DELICATE 
PERIOD, DO YOU BELIEVE THERE IS ANYTHING THE USG SHOULD DO 
IN THE INTEREST OF MAINTAINING CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT IN 
COLOMBIA? PLEASE GIVE YOUR VIEWS ON A POSSIBLE APPROACH TO 
SENIOR MILITARY OFFICERS AND/OR PRESIDENT LOPEZ, INCLUDING 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 305667 

PROS AND CONS AND YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS. VANCE 
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Concepts: PRESIDENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 
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Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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Format: TEL 
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Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 56 
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Page Count: 2 
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Retention: 0 
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Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
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